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Introduction  
 The essence of education is to 
develop the individual potentialities in the 
cognitive, affective and psychomotor 
domains to make a complete human being 
to enable him function positively in his 
environment, thus both male and female 
need to have equal access to education.  
 This point to the fact that women 
are in the forefront of education in general 
and language education in particular. If a 
country must mature economically, 
technological and socially, then the youth 
through the medium of girl–child 
education must be empowered.  

Education is one of the 
instruments by which individuals are 
equipped to participate in the socio– 
economic and political life of a community 
and to make their contributions for 
promotion of social change. (Uche, 1998). 
 In support of this, Chapman 
(1987) claimed that schooling for female 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

enhances the welfare of children because 
of the close link between mother’s welfare 
and that of their children.  

In Nigeria, girls and women 
mostly suffer disadvantages and 
discrimination, despite the existing rights 
to education for everyone.   (Federal 
Republic of Nigeria (FRN) 1979 & 1999).  
 It is a known fact that education is 
the systematic training of the individual in 
order to bring about positive changes in his 
or her behaviour so as to become a 
fulfilled citizen. (Adikpe; Eriba; and Egwu 
2008). Therefore infringement on the girl–
child’s right to education is an impediment 
to the development of her potentialities 
and hindrance to her advancement 
socially, economically, politically and 
otherwise.  
 UNICEF (1996) noted that it is 
lack of access to education which keeps 
girls and women not only at the bottom of 
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the social power structure but also make 
them perceive themselves and their future 
roles sex objects, subservient to men and 
trapped in their choosing traditional roles.  
 It is worthy to note that the 
education of the girl child is for the benefit 
of the family and the entire community. In 
agreement with this, Jean Rosseau a 
famous philosopher asserted, “if you 
educate a man you educate an individual 
but if you educate a woman you educate a 
nation”. This statement highlights the 
importance of female education (Utulu 
2001).  
 The education of the girl-child is 
crucial to the empowerment of the woman 
in the sense that it prepares them for the 
challenges of the new social system that is 
the dream of all women (Ogbaji 2008). 
 (UNESCO) outlined some 
objectives for women education as 
follows; 
 To enable women improve their 

family health and diet.   
 To increase women’s productivity 

thereby raising their families’ 
standard of living.  

 To prove women’s social and 
cultural status. 

 To enable women discharge their 
responsibilities more effectively. 

 To enhance nation building in 
terms of economic and human 
resources. 
 To enable the women fend for 

themselves and family.  
  This was buttressed at the Fourth 
World Conference on women liberation 
held in Beijing China, the rights of the girl 
–child education were addressed as part of 

the critical areas for the advancement of 
women. Since the conference, the 
government and people of Nigeria have 
renewed their efforts to advance the rights 
of Nigerian women programmes such as 
Family Support Programmes (FSP) Family 
Economic Advancement Programmes 
(FEAPP) as well as government 
institutions such as Federal Ministry for 
Women Affairs and Youth Development 
and State Ministry of women Affairs and 
Non Governmental Organizations which 
are involved in various projects to promote 
the empowerment of women in the 
country. 
 
Bottlenecks to the Education of Girl –
Child. 
 Girls are more often than not 
denied education and compelled to marry 
earlier than boys. In most parts of the 
country people believe that education of 
the girl child is a waste of resources since 
their bride price may not cover the cost of 
their training, and if married they would 
more to a different family to stay and serve 
there.  

The following are some 
impediments to the education of the girl–
child.  
 
Cultural/Social Practices 
 From the structural analysis of the 
Nigerian society, gender bias plays a 
crucial role in the education of the girl–
child. Gender bias occurs when some 
one’s attitude, decisions and actions 
towards an individual are based on that 
individual’s gender.  
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 This discrimination starts from the 
birth of the child. In many Nigerian 
traditions the male gender is considered a 
better sex, to the extent that if a woman 
does not give birth to a male child, she is 
seen as an embarrassment to her husband 
and the family.     

In some cultures, the girl child 
suffers discrimination in terms of 
educational opportunities, which exposes 
her to exploitation and abuse. She is easily 
a victim of child trafficking, sexual 
harassment, prostitution, forced marriage 
and child labour.  
 Male child education is often 
preferred in families in most societies in 
the country than girl’s education. It is 
often believed that the place of the woman 
in the home is to carry out demostic work. 
Her role within the cultural context is to 
bear children, fetch water, firewood, cook 
and clean the home and engage in farm 
work to assist her husband in fending for 
the family. 
 Okpeh (2002) a firms this when he 
indicated categorically certain cultural 
provisions as aids to this gender biases, 
where he opines that feminist has become 
synonymous with domesticity while 
masculinity is associated with mobility, 
power and superiority. 
 That woman, who has attained a 
level of education should go for 
professions that are less tasking such as 
nursing, teaching secretarial duties and 
non-technical vocations. However, 
development is gradually reversing the 
situation to a minimum, now many women 
are found in all professions.  

Economic Impediment  
 Poverty is a major problem in 
families that can disrupt girls from gaining 
access to education. Data from studies 
have shown that more than half of the 
population is living between poverty line 
in 1996, that made it difficult for parents to 
afford sound education and conducive 
environment that facilitate their children’s 
learning (Anyanwu 1997).      
 When parents are not able to pay 
the school fees of their children due to 
poverty, the only alternative for them is to 
withdraw their girls from school and give 
their hands in marriages. In most cases the 
girls are forced in to these marriages and 
the money used for the training of boys. In 
order cases the girls are made to hawk in 
the streets, go for prostitutions, child 
trafficking and made to serve as nannies, 
and other menials jobs. These are major 
obstacles to the girl child’s’ accessibility 
to education.    
 
Early Marriages and Teenage 
Pregnancy 
            Early marriages may be due to the 
inability of the parents to provide 
educational requirement for their children; 
another reason for withdrawal may be due 
to early pregnancy. Girls who are given 
out in early marriages are physically, 
mentally unfit to carryout the reproductive 
and developmental roles expected of them.  
 It is believed that early marriages 
are predominant in the Northern part of the 
country. Some Muslim parents believe that 
females sent to school would take up a 
different religion from Muslim religion 
and may become promiscuous. 
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 Bakari (1996) pointed out that 
some parents in Northern Nigeria fear that 
by educating their daughters, they may get 
spoilt, become less competent housewives.  
 There had also been cases of 
unwanted pregnancies amongst the girls. 
Such girls are often withdrawn from 
schools. In such circumstances; the girls 
may find it difficult to fend for themselves 
and their children. These are hindrances to 
the education of the girl child. 
 
Men’s Phobia for Educated Women.  
 Men are usually apprehensive of 
the fact that after training their wives in 
schools, they may decide to leave them for 
other men. Men also may feel that when 
their wives are educated they may be 
stubborn, disobedient and arrogant. 
(Usuman 1997) supported this when she 
opined that the problem of women 
education is the attitude that emerged as a 
result of the myth surrounding the 
excessive emancipation of educated 
women especially those from higher 
institutions of learning. It is widely 
believed that educated women are difficult 
to control, are arrogant, promiscuous, 
disobedient, bold and disrespectful and 
therefore would not be good housewives. 
 Despite all these problems, there is 
much desire for a change, parents even in 
the poorest condition would wish their girl 
–child to be educated. The impact of 
educated women is felt more in the family 
than the educated man. 
 Abambeh (2001:22) states that 
female education has in real sense more 
positive effect on the family than that of 
educated male. An educated woman helps 

both families i.e the family she comes 
from as well as the family she married to. 
 
Action Plan Towards Girl–Child 
Education 

There has been a concerted effort 
to reverse the status quo through 
encouraging girl-child education such 
efforts include signing international 
declaration, ratifying treaties and 
participating in discussions and 
declarations, calling for greater 
opportunities for female education.  

The launching of UPE in 1976, 
which aimed at giving free primary 
education to school–age children, the 1981 
National Policy on Education revised 
(1998) which provided for equal access to 
education, through the launching of UBE 
in 2006 are all attempts at giving teeth to 
these declaration (Ede, 2004).  

Parents, Government, Religious 
leaders should come together and work as 
a team to facilitate successful 
implementation of these policies. It is 
important to note that Nigeria has been 
selected as World Bank EFA fast track 
initiative country, which will affect the 
scale and impact of future programmes in 
education.  
 
Conclusion  

Because of the central position of 
education in the development, it is of 
utmost importance to ensure that every 
female child acquires it. This can be done 
by removing the socio-economic and 
cultural factors discussed in this paper, 
which largely account for the low level of 
education for girls in Nigeria. 
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 The suggestion brought forward in 
this paper, if it is worked with strictly, 
there would be improvement in the social, 
emotional and psychological well being of 
the child and overall development of the 
intellectual skills, making her self reliant 
and self sufficient. 
 
Suggestion/Recommendation 
 Our leaders cannot afford to 
continue to disregard the talents of women 
who make up more than half of the 
population and constitute the economic 
live wire for National development.  
 Government should give women 
more opportunities and encouragement to 
go to school, give them scholarship, free 
education and create opportunities in 
government positions that will take care of 
gender under representation that disfavour 
women. 
 There should be no discrimination 
against women education compared to the 
men’s education for the fact that both 
sexes can equally contribute to both family 
and National development.  
 There should be improvement of 
the quality of educational service delivery 
to enhance girls participation and improve 
learning outcome, retention and 
achievement in classroom learning and 
furniture should be kept in good shape, 
textbooks and other learning materials 
should be provided.  
 More educational institutions should 

be established exclusively for girls 
with borden facilities.   

 Guidance counselors should provide 
counseling services to students on 
the choice of subjects that would 

enable them choose suitable career 
later in life. 

 Counsellors should organize 
seminars, workshops and career 
days to educate parents, community 
leaders and teachers on the 
importance of girl–child education.  

 Parents should be made aware of the 
dangers of over-burdening the girl-
child with demostic work, subjecting 
them to child-labour and street 
hawking.  

 Federal government should enforce 
its policy on free and compulsory 
education for all children of school 
age.  

 A task force should be set up to 
monitor and arrest any child seen 
hawking during school hours.  
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